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HONORING THE FIRST SHILOH 
HOUSING CORPORATION 

HON. BRIAN HIGGINS 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 10, 2014 

Mr. HIGGINS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the First Shiloh Housing Corporation 
for its inspired and visionary role in the suc-
cessful conversion of the Ellicott Mall Develop-
ment to an impressive mixed-use neighbor-
hood including patio homes, town houses, 
apartments and a senior citizens center. 
Today, we come together in a community 
celebration to reflect on how far this neighbor-
hood has come, and embrace the bright future 
ahead. 

Over twenty years ago, this area was an 
eight-tower, crime-ridden housing project in 
the heart of the City of Buffalo. Today, under 
the decades-long stewardship of the First Shi-
loh Baptist Church and its member-led Hous-
ing Corporation, this community exemplifies 
the good work happening to transform our 
hometown. From disinvestment to investment, 
from rundown to a return of residents filled 
with pride and optimism, its metamorphosis is 
truly remarkable. 

We owe a special debt of gratitude to the 
unique public-private partnership that came to-
gether in the early 1990’s to harness the 
power of the federal low-income housing credit 
program which provided the financial founda-
tion that fueled overdue demolitions, ren-
ovated apartments and private residences 
guided by the spirit of the newly formed First 
Shiloh Housing Corporation. 

The First Shiloh Housing project began lay-
ing this foundation in 1992 when the Church, 
along with Norstar Development and the city 
of Buffalo, took matters into their own hands 
through a development strategy that included 
the residents. Putting people first was the 
guiding principle of the first president of the 
First Shiloh Development Corporation, 
Clemmon H. Hodges, whose name now 
graces the community center. 

With $40 million of reconstruction completed 
in 1998, First Shiloh added management and 
maintenance to its services to assist the re-
birth of the neighborhood, now known as 
Ellicott Town Center. 

Today, surrounded by a downtown, water-
front and growing medical campus, this neigh-
borhood is attracting increased commercial at-
tention as a once shuttered hospital is now 
undergoing a $20 million renovation in close 
proximity to the Ellicott Town Center. 

With a richly deserved sense of accomplish-
ment and confidence in the future, I am hon-
ored to join together with the board of direc-
tors of First Shiloh Housing Corporation under 
the leadership of the Reverend Jonathan R. 
Staples and President Grace Tate for this 
well-deserved community celebration. 

Mr. Speaker, I am proud to join with the 
residents, families, stakeholders and fellow of-

ficials to offer congratulations and deepest ap-
preciation for the faith and fortitude of First 
Shiloh Baptist Church. Thank you for allowing 
me to share this success story as it begins its 
next chapter. 

f 

ENERGY AND WATER DEVELOP-
MENT AND RELATED AGENCIES 
APPROPRIATIONS ACT, 2015 

SPEECH OF 

HON. DAVID N. CICILLINE 
OF RHODE ISLAND 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, July 9, 2014 

The House in Committee of the Whole 
House on the state of the Union had under 
consideration the bill (H.R. 4923) making ap-
propriations for energy and water develop-
ment and related agencies for the fiscal year 
ending September 30, 2015, and for other pur-
poses: 

Mr. CICILLINE. Mr. Chair, yesterday I of-
fered an Amendment to the Energy and Water 
Appropriations Bill that would support environ-
mental infrastructure projects through the 
Army Corps of Engineers for financially dis-
tressed municipalities. 

We require, quite rightly, water and sewage 
treatment plants to maintain federally man-
dated standards to keep our water supply safe 
and sustainable. About 72% of the population 
is served by sewage treatment plants, but 3.8 
million of those people are served by facilities 
providing less than secondary treatment, 
which is a basic requirement by federal law. 
Often, the financial burden to meet these re-
quirements falls on state and local govern-
ments. This can leave communities experi-
encing particular financial distress with out-
dated infrastructure and facing down huge 
costs to bring them in line with requirements. 
And this affects all of us, as aging wastewater 
management systems discharge billions of 
gallons of untreated sewage into U.S. surface 
waters each year. 

The Army Corps of Engineers can provide 
invaluable assistance to financially strapped 
communities through its general construction 
fund, specifically for wastewater and water im-
provements. 

The amendment I introduced would direct 
$44 million through the general construction 
account to support environmental infrastruc-
ture programs for financially distressed munici-
palities, in the hopes that we can provide 
some support for some of the most pressing 
wastewater improvement projects in the coun-
try. 

This same amount has been included for 
environmental infrastructure programs in the 
past, but no funding is included in this year’s 
bill. 

Federal assistance has not kept pace with 
the needs of wastewater treatment systems, 
despite the fact that authorities agree that 

funding needs remain very high: The EPA es-
timates that the country will need to invest 
$390 billion over the next 20 years to replace 
existing systems and build new ones to meet 
demand. Furthermore, they estimate that there 
will be a $6 billion gap between current spend-
ing projections and need, if no changes are 
made. 

These infrastructure projects are extremely 
important to many communities across the 
country, including in my own state of Rhode 
Island. Though I withdrew my amendment, I 
look forward to working with the chair and 
ranking member of the Energy and Water Ap-
propriations Subcommittee to ensure that 
these vulnerable communities receive support 
to ensure that Americans across the country 
have access to clean, safe water and sewage 
systems. 

f 

CONGRATULATING THE 
LEHIGHTON BAND FOR 150 SEA-
SONS OF PERFORMANCES 

HON. LOU BARLETTA 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 10, 2014 

Mr. BARLETTA. Mr. Speaker, I rise to con-
gratulate the Lehighton Band of Lehighton, 
Pennsylvania as the organization celebrates 
150 seasons of performances. 

Founded in 1864, the Lehighton Band has 
provided live music to the people of Carbon 
County and its surrounding communities for 
over a century. The Lehighton Band is com-
prised of approximately fifty members of the 
community with ages ranging from 16 to 80 
years old. The group performs multiple con-
certs a year, including a spring concert to kick 
off each new season, a concert to celebrate 
Christmas, and several performances each 
summer in Weatherly and Lehighton that fea-
ture musical programs highlighting pieces from 
a variety of periods and styles. The Lehighton 
Band also makes itself available for perform-
ances at picnics, reunions, and other commu-
nity engagements. Through the generosity and 
support of local professionals, businesses, and 
individuals with a strong love and appreciation 
for music and the arts, the band has continued 
to perform at no cost to the public, selflessly 
donating their time and talents for the enjoy-
ment of others. I know that I speak on the be-
half of the Carbon County community when I 
say that the Lehighton Band is a source of 
pride for not the residents, but also for the 
great Commonwealth of Pennsylvania. 

Mr. Speaker, as they celebrate 150 seasons 
of performances, I would like to thank the 
Lehighton Band for their musical contributions 
and wish them many more successful years to 
come. 
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IN RECOGNITION OF 100TH ANNI-

VERSARY OF UNION DAIRY IN 
FREEPORT, ILLINOIS 

HON. CHERI BUSTOS 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 10, 2014 

Mrs. BUSTOS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize Union Dairy of Freeport, Illinois, on 
the occasion of their 100th Anniversary. 

Union Dairy started as a partnership be-
tween Albert J. Hill and Conrad F. Kaiser who 
had been delivering milk to customers across 
town. They began producing ice cream in 
1934. Many of their original flavors were cre-
ated by their early employees, including Or-
ange Pudding, which is still a favorite today. 

Over the past 100 years, Union Dairy has 
excelled at providing good old fashioned 
American treats and delights to its loyal cus-
tomers. They still offer classic ice cream soda, 
a traditional treat that you don’t see every day. 
Over its history, Union Dairy has produced as 
much as one hundred thousand gallons of ice 
cream in a year, and sold as much as six hun-
dred gallons of ice cream per week. 

Today, Union Dairy, in addition to their long- 
established offerings, also prepares standard 
fare that is anything but. With a focus on local 
ingredients, they serve hamburgers ground 
fresh daily from a local family owned butcher 
shop and Freeport’s own Mrs. Mikes potato 
chips. 

Mr. Speaker, I again want to recognize 
Union Dairy on this notable event, and am 
glad that places like this exist, helping to bring 
smiles to faces of people throughout our 
community. 

f 

HONORING THE DEDICATED SERV-
ICE OF LIEUTENANT GENERAL 
CHARLES R. ‘‘C.R.’’ DAVIS 

HON. JEFF MILLER 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 10, 2014 

Mr. MILLER of Florida. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
to recognize Lieutenant General Charles R. 
‘‘C.R.’’ Davis upon the occasion of his retire-
ment after 35 years of honorable service to 
our great Nation in the United States Air 
Force. 

A native of Spartanburg, South Carolina, 
General Davis’ career in the Air Force began 
in 1979 after receiving his commission through 
the Air Force Academy. Throughout his deco-
rated career and myriad assignments ranging 
from flying test aircraft to setting acquisition 
plans and policy, General Davis’ commitment 
to service never wavered. As a testament to 
his dedication, General Davis was a distin-
guished graduate from every school he at-
tended, as well as a First Assignment Instruc-
tor Pilot. As all great leaders do, General 
Davis led from the front by setting the exam-
ple that others should follow. 

In his final assignment as the Military Dep-
uty to the Assistant Secretary of the Air Force 
for Acquisition, General Davis was responsible 
for the research and development, test, pro-
duction, and modernization of all Air Force 
programs, an annual combined worth of $40 
billion. Other career highlights include Senior 

Acquisition Executive for the Air Force, where 
he was responsible for the award of over 260 
major contracts that directly preserved and en-
hanced over 250 mobility, fighter/attack, 
bomber, and other weapons systems and 
Commander, Air Armament Center and the Air 
Force Program Executive Officer for Weapons, 
Air Force Material Command at Eglin Air 
Force Base in my district, where he oversaw 
the development, acquisition, testing, deploy-
ment and sustainment of all air-delivered 
weapons. 

Having flown over 3,400 hours in 53 dif-
ferent types of aircraft, General Davis has ei-
ther been protecting our Nation’s skies in fight-
er jets or ensuring that our Nation’s skies re-
main protected by testing or procuring our Na-
tion’s latest technology. While he has had to 
make tough decisions to achieve cost savings, 
he also contributed to the Secretary of De-
fense’s initiative to rebuild the acquisition 
workforce, resulting in 1,465 new positions. 
Whether instructor pilot, fighter pilot, test pilot, 
squadron commander, system program office 
director, wing commander, program executive 
officer, or center commander, General Davis 
always exemplified the Air Force core value of 
exuding excellence in everything he did. 

Mr. Speaker, General Davis leaves a legacy 
of integrity, selfless service, and an excellence 
that is unparalleled. He consistently conducted 
himself in a professional manner, which 
brought great credit upon himself and the 
United States Air Force. His exemplary char-
acter and years of service has helped shape 
Air Force acquisitions, while ensuring the tip of 
the spear is always sharp and that our Na-
tion’s Air Force was equipped to remain the 
greatest in the world. Without question, he 
concludes a career of which he and his family 
can be very proud. On behalf of the entire 
United States Congress, it is a privilege to 
honor the career and service of Lieutenant 
General C.R. Davis. My wife Vicki and I con-
gratulate him and wish him, his wife Susan, 
and their family all the best. 

f 

CONGRATULATING MARTHA 
HERRON ON HER RETIREMENT 
FROM PPL 

HON. LOU BARLETTA 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 10, 2014 

Mr. BARLETTA. Mr. Speaker, I rise to rec-
ognize and congratulate Martha Herron on the 
occasion of her retirement as Regional Direc-
tor of the PPL Corporation. In her remarkable 
47 year career with PPL, Ms. Herron has had 
a profound impact on both the company, and 
the greater Hazleton community through her 
assiduous service and leadership. 

Initially unable to afford college, Ms. Herron 
worked at a textile factory and saved money 
so that she could enroll in business school, 
eventually earning a certificate that ultimately 
helped her get her first job in 1967 as a clerk 
at PPL, then known as the Pennsylvania 
Power and Light Co. Through hard work and 
dedication, she rose through the ranks to be-
come the regional affairs director in 1995, a 
position she has held to this day. 

When Ms. Herron began her career, she 
found a professional environment that was not 
sympathetic to females with few women avail-

able to serve as mentors. The decision to fill 
this void lead Ms. Herron to begin her legacy 
of helping other women develop professionally 
by providing the needed resources to foster 
growth and development. She challenged and 
successfully changed PPL’s policy of requiring 
expecting mothers to resign and then reapply, 
and also served as a founding member of the 
PPL Women’s Network, a group dedicated to 
assisting developing women in a competitive 
work environment in order to reach their high-
est potential. 

As a result of her efforts, Ms. Herron re-
ceived the Woman of the Year Award by So-
roptimist International, was named on the list 
of ‘‘Who’s Who of American Women,’’ and 
was recognized as one of Pennsylvania’s ‘‘50 
Best Women in Business.’’ As well as helping 
women throughout the Hazleton area, Ms. 
Herron has volunteered countless hours and 
resources to multiple organizations such as 
the Community Area New Development Orga-
nization (CAN DO), the Greater Hazleton 
United Way, the Greater Hazleton Chamber of 
Commerce, and Volunteers of America. In her 
role with PPL, Ms. Herron has had the oppor-
tunity to work with colleagues throughout the 
29 counties that PPL served. Through that ex-
posure, she was able to bring back ideas and 
programs to Hazleton, creating groups such 
as Leadership Hazleton, an organization mod-
eled after Leadership Wilkes-Barre and dedi-
cated to training volunteers to serve area non-
profits. I can personally attest to Ms. Herron’s 
dedication to bettering Hazleton. During my 
time as mayor of Hazleton, Ms. Herron was al-
ways a willing and helpful resource to my of-
fice. 

Mr. Speaker, on the occasion of her retire-
ment, I commend Martha Herron for her years 
of service to PPL and to our community. I 
know that she looks forward to spending time 
with her family and friends, including her hus-
band, Terrance, her son and his wife, Terry 
and Kelly, and her grandsons TJ and Jack. I 
thank her for all that she has done and con-
tinues to do for Northeastern Pennsylvania 
and wish her the best in her future endeavors. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. DONNA F. EDWARDS 
OF MARYLAND 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 10, 2014 

Ms. EDWARDS. Mr. Speaker, due to Mary-
land’s Federal Primary Election day being 
Tuesday, June 24, 2014, I was absent from 
votes in the House, and instead in my Con-
gressional District in Maryland. I, therefore, 
missed rollcall votes 341 and 350–354. Had I 
been present, I would have voted: 

‘‘Nay’’ on rollcall No. 341 (H. Res. 636, the 
rule providing for consideration of H.R. 6, the 
Domestic Prosperity and Global Freedom Act, 
and H.R. 3301, the North American Energy In-
frastructure Act); 

‘‘Aye’’ on rollcall No. 350 (Pallone amend-
ment); 

‘‘Aye’’ on rollcall No. 351 (Waxman amend-
ment); 

‘‘Aye’’ on rollcall No. 352 (Welch amend-
ment); 

‘‘Aye’’ on rollcall No. 353 (Motion to recom-
mit H.R. 3301, the North American Energy In-
frastructure Act); and 
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